Library 
World 


Annual Subscription 138. 6d. net 


Membership 


GRAFTON & CO. 
Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, London, W.C. 1 


APR 27 1949 
4 
Vol. L. No. 574 
April, 1948 
4 
4 18, 2d, net 3 
4 


Grafton Publications 


A MIRROR FOR LIBRARIANS ot By 
Selected Readings in the History ibrari i iy Joun ORNTON, 
A.L.A., (Librarian, St. Bartholomew's Hospital Medical College). 

8 portraits. 8vo, cloth, pp. x, 204. 158, net 

FROM PAPYRUS TO PRINT. 

A bibliographical miscellany. By G. H. Busmumtt, F.R.HistS., F.L.A. 
acaige eet of the University of St. Andrew's, Fife) 
emy Svo, cloth, pp. 220 15s. net 

LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION 
By E. J. Carwett, F.L.A. With an introduction by paynend bwin. 

Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 164. 12s. 6d. net 

A TABULATION OF LIBRARIANSHIP 
(Classified Tables for the arrangement of all Types of Material relating to 
Libraries of all kinds.) 

By James D. Stewart, M.B.E., F.L.A. (Bermondsey Public Libraries). 
Royal 8vo, cloth, pp. (app.) 224. 86s, net 

AN INTRODUCTION TO LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION 
7th Edition. By W. C. Berwick Savers, F.L.A. (Chief Librarian, 
Crown 8vo, cloth, pp. xxii, 294. 12s. 6d. net 

MODERN PUBLIC LIBRARIES: THEIR PLANNING AND DESIGN 
By E. H. Asnsurwer, B.Arch., F.R.IL.B.A., A.L.Struc.E. 

New Impression. With Supplemen Notes. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, illus., pp. 192. — 266. net 

MANUAL OF CLASSIFICATION 
By W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A. (Chief Librarian, Croydon). 

Reprint of Second Edition. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, 9 folding plates, pp. xiv, 344. 35s. net 

THE NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE 
By Raymonp Iawin, M.A., F.L.A. (Director of the School of 
University of London. Honorary Treasurer of the Libr y Paar siry 
With an Introduction by W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A. 

Crown 8vo, cloth, pp. 108. Ss. 6d. net 

SUBJECT INDEX OF BOOKS 
Published up to and including 1880. 

By R. A. Peppr. 
Royal 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi, 880. New series at £12 12s, net 

USE OF REFERENCE MATERIAL 
An Introductory Manual for Librarianship, Students and Assistants. Reprint. 
By J. D. Cow rey. 

Crown 8vo, cloth, pp. 158. Ss, Gd. net 

LIBRARY STOCK AND ASSISTANCE TO READERS 
A Textbook. Reprint. 

By Lionet R. McCotvin and Eric McCorvin, 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. viii, 230. 12s. Gd. net 


GRAFTON &-CO., Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, LONDON, W.C.1 


| 
| 
‘ 


The Library World | 


CONTENTS PAGE 
Tue Liprary Association AND Its MemBersuie. By James D. Srewarr 135 


Letrers ON Our APFAIRS 
AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 
EveN for those who are unable to attend it, there is great interest in the Annual Meeting of 
the Library Association and, in some ways, the coming one in May at Scarborough has many 
features to justify it. It will follow the pattern that is now familiar and which, in a measure, 
is imposed upon an Association with so many sectional interests. Ours is a day of numbers 
and in a great congregation the difficult task of the programme-builder is to find ways of 
catering both for the whole and for the individual groups. Those who attend ought to be 
selective ; to appear at every meeting may be the duty of a reporter, even of the Editor of a 
journal such as this, but that is merely because a general record is necessary for their purposes. 
Members at large cannot, we suggest, do justice to more than two papers a day and find 
opportunity for those personal conversations which, after all, give practical value to these 
gatherings. 

The Library Association Carnegie Commemoration Medal (to give it its full title— 
curiously the L.4. Record calls it the Carnegie Medal, which implies that the Trustees are its 
sponsors) goes to Walter de la Mare, a recognition which librarians may feel is somewhat 
belated. Better late than never. We hope that the distinguished poet has been persuaded 
to Scarborough to receive it. Berwick Sayers and Herbert Maurice Cashmore receive their 
certificates on Honorary Fellowship at the inaugural session and the Presidential Address 
follows. These events, and, we suppose, David Hardman’s public address on “ Further 
Education and the Public Library,” may well be the high spots of the week. We are glad 
to see the revival of the general address at the Conference, although in the past some of the 
distinguished speakers have not quite risen to their best levels. This question, which con- 
Stantly recurs, of the repercussions in libraries of the Education Act of 1944, is of immense 
importance; when it is fully in operation it must affect the whole of public library effort. 
James E. Walker brings great experience, drawn from the pioneer efforts of Hendon thirty 
years ago in school libraries, to a paper he is to contribute on that subject. Our fashionable 
specialisms are to be well represented : the London public libraries and specialization ; the 
supply of technical information in small public libraries should be capably handled by 
J. D. Reynolds, of Rugby, and there will be a refleétion of the good work now done at Sheffield 
in its Civic information service in the paper J. P. Wells is to give. We are glad that an 
authorities’ meeting is to be tried again; we feel that librarians might leave this meeting to 
such members so that they can ventilate their own ideas amongst themselves without the 
restraint of the presence of experts! The A.A.L. at //s meeting is to listen to its former, 
and always sprightly, Hon. Editor, C. S$. Holliday, on the pleasures of reaction. His pleasant 
impertinences in the Library .1ssistant augur well for an interesting meeting. These are 
merely indications of a most promising meeting on which we are confident we shall be able, 
after experience of it, to felicitate everybody concerned. The local programme will be 
excellent, as indeed is everything to which the local secretary, W.H. Smettem, the maker of the 
charming public library there—a visit to which would itself repay the cost of the Scar- 
borough excursion—puts his competent hands. 

Our correspondent in ‘‘ Letters on Our Affairs” this month expresses, perhaps, more 
indignation at the intrusion of the new ‘‘ Promotion Examination” than cooler editorial 
comment may allow itself. We are nevertheless, much disturbed by this infliction from the 
body styled the National Joint Council for Local Authorities’ Administrative, Professional, 
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Technical and Clerical Services, which labyrinthine title covers a Whitley Council on council 
staffs and consists of representatives of local authorities and a collection of local government 
officers, obviously unrepresentative, as not one of the ten thousand public librarians is upon it. 
Whatever may be the merits of the examination, it is bad statesmanship that a body which 
surely knows the employees concerned are, many of them, members of established professions, 
should have legislated without consultation with these. We say nothing of the manners 
involved because not all people think they count in modern life. The examination has already 
bemused many local authorities and we have (we are told) the spectacle of municipal officers, 
toiling at the ‘* right” examinations, being by-passed by Establishment Committees in favour 
of men who have been astute enough to take this bastard affair. It is clear, too, that this 
examination, which involves thousands of workers, will become a large vested interest, 
Was the Joint Council in need of two guineas from each of its junior officers and, so, with 
many pious ejaculations about too early specialization, which are true of a minority only, 
thought up this method of extraction ? It should be revised at once. If it is not, it may mean 
the revision, at the dictate of an alien body, of the professional examinations which are the 
result of a century of experience. 
* * * * 

It is probably not because of the paucity of candidates for junior assistantships that the 
number of successes in the recent Entrance Examination exceeds any previous examination. 
There is genuine evidence we are told that the unfortunate children whose education was 
interrupted and made the shuttlecock of the evacuation period have been followed by 
youngsters who have had more consistent schooling. The purpose of the examination 
should be made clear, we think, even to those who prescribe it and that, we suggest, is not to 
discover what the youngster knows of any particular subjeét, but if he is suitable to undergo 
training as a librarian. Most of the test should be upon writing, spelling and simple compo- 
sition and punctuation and, even in spelling, an examiner should always accept an intelligent 
phonetic reproduction of a word; the obsession with the ugly, unpronounceable word, 
‘* accommodation,” may well cease. ,On the other hand, what seems to be happening is the 
raising of this test to what is almost an “ intermediate ” status. 

At the meeting in March of the Greater London Branch of the A.A.L., Berwick 
Sayers touched upon his wanderings long ago about the country visiting librarians and 
organizing branches of the Association. We recall that thirty years ago the younger Associa- 
tion used every month to hold its meeting at a different library and the library itself was 
always displayed and examined before the formal meeting. The Static meeting place was 
always desired by them as a centre and focus of work. The two city institutes, St. Bride and 
Bishopsgate, ultimately served in this way and assistants owed much to them. But the monthly 
meetings were still held abroad as a rule and to some the most informative part of them was the 
libtary itself. Is too much time today spent in listening to papers ? Would it not be almost a 
pioneer move to revive this old habit of visiting one’s neighbours ? Is would be really novel 
to this generation, many of the members of which appear not even to have been inside the 
libraries next door to them. 

* * * * * * 

Our contemporary, |e Library Review, celebrated its twenty-first anniversary with the 
current Spring number. An excellent issue in general is distinguished by a characteristic 
article by H. M. Tomlinson, ‘‘ Thoughts in a Library,” which probes deeps rarely reached. 
We are happy to add our good wishes and congratulations to our contemporary on its 
sustained quality and appeal to so many sides, especially the non-technical, of the librarian’s life. 

* * * 

The Library of Congress sent a shipment of ten food parcels to the British Museum, 
which was gratefully acknowledged as follows, ‘ This action on the part of our colleagues 
in the Library of Congress warms our hearts and touches our imagination. It serves not 
only to emphasize our professional association but shows that personal side of it which is 


the most valuable of all.” 
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The Library Association and its Membership: 
A Statistical Analysis with Some Reflections 
By James D. Srewarr (Librarian of Bermondsey, London) 


Tue following notes result from a Statistical analysis made of the Personal Membership of 
the Library Association. They are submitted in the belief that they may be of interest in 
themselves ; that they may Stimulate the discussion of a number of important problems ; 
and that they provide some of the necessary facts for the solution of such problems. 

The Library Association Year Book for 1947 contains the first list of Members that has been 
published since 1940. This 1947 list, upon which these notes are based, contains the revisions 
necessitated by the war years, but must probably be regarded (in view of the difficulties 
involved) as an interim list. The new list for 1948 will, no doubt, reveal extensive changes. 
As, however, the faéts and conclusions drawn from the 1947 list are mainly proportional, 
they should be subjeét to but little alteration. 

It should be noted that I have confined these investigations so far to the list of Personal 
Members, because these members form the bulk, and are by far the most important part, of 
the total membership. Every library worker should be a member of the Association in his 
or her own right ; any librarian who enters solely as an Institutional Member must be regarded 
as lukewarm in professional interest. 


THe PersonNAL MEMBERSHIP IN GENERAL 

The 1947 list contains 5,860 names. Of these, 965 are Fellows, and 1,428 are Associates. 
This gives a total of 2,393 ‘‘ Chartered Librarians ” (to use the new description), who form the 
professional core of the Association, and with whom the purely professional affairs of the 
Association should rest. The remaining 3,467 Personal Members are mostly junior officers 
of library Staffs, student-members, etc. 

Under the existing constitution, all these Personal Members have an equal say in Associa- 
tion and professional affairs. This means that there are 3,467 embryo members whose votes 
outweigh the votes of the 2,393 chartered members, and who can sway decisions as they wish. 

This is a preposterous state of things when applied to such matters as professional 
education and the conduét of the business of the Association. The dog can be wagged violently 
by its tail! 

The position is even more ludicrous when the 7oo or so Institutional Members’ votes 
are brought into consideration ; but the Personal Membership figures are sufficient to point 
the moral—even if they do not adorn the tail ! 

\s Lam concerned here chiefly with facts, I will not attempt to detail the possible remedies 
for this state of affairs. But it is surely obvious that there are strong arguments for reserving 
some Association powers to the “ chartered librarians,” and even in reserving certain of 
these powers to the Fellowship alone. 


OccuPATION AND SEX 
The following table supplies an analysis of the 1947 Personal Membership by occupation, 
position and sex : 


Men Women Total 

Public Libraries 
Chief Librarians... 290 64 354 

County Libraries 
Chief Librarians .. 44 34 78 


Assistants .. on 217 687 904 
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University and Research Libraries, ete. 


Assistants .. és 209 373 582 

Regional Systems 
Editors 2 5 7 
Assistants .. ni ° 5 
Total 2 10 12 
Students .. Total es 39 67 106 
Retired Librarians Total 104 26 130 
Grand Total 2,277 3,429 5,706 


In this table I have counted all chief officers, however august or lowly, as ‘ Chief 
Librarians ; and all subordinate officers, however important, as Assistants.” The difference 
between the total of 5,706 and the listed Personal Membership total of 5,860, is accounted 
for by the circumstance that 154 members lack sufficient description in the list to be allocated 
definitely to the table headings. The discrepancy is not sufficient to make any material 
difference. 

One important conclusion can be drawn from the above figures: a great deal still 
remains to be done to make the membership of the Association fully representative. The 
fact that only 354 Chief Librarians of Public Libraries are in personal membership is sufficient 
indication of this; and the actual number of chiefs of University, scholastic, and special and 
institutional libraries in the country must be immensely in excess of the membership of 200. 
[ have also been surprised to discover how many members of library staffs are content to 
vegetate locally and take no part in their professional organisation. There is much scope for 
the proselytizing activities of our new Membership Officer ! 

On the occupational side the membership is divided as follows : 


Per cent. 
Public Library service... 7 63-0 
County Library service .. 16°7 
Total Municipal Library service .. “a me 79°7 
University and Research Library service 13°3 
Students, Retired Members, etc. we 
100*0 


These percentages give an adequate reason why the attention of the Association is directed 
mainly to Public Library policies and problems ; though they do not absolve the Association 
(as I detail later) from fostering the development of the other interests. 

Those who remember the once-upon-a-time almost exclusively male staffs of libraries 
will note that women provide 60 per cent of the total Personal Membership in 1947. | 
remember that away back in 1906 we at Islington opened the floodgates by appointing the 
first Public Library staff (in this country) composed entirely of women in all but the top grade— 
and a brilliant band of pioneers for the women’s cause they turned out to be. I have no 
regrets at having been partly instrumental in brightening the public service. 

The number of women who hold chief positions in the Public Library service has not 
kept pace with their total membership, being only 18 per cent ; but in the County Libraries 
they have achieved over 43 per cent, and in the University and Research Libraries, 54 per cent. 
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BRANCHES AND SECTIONS 
_ The membership of the Library Association is organised in two quite different ways : 
Firstly, on a local or geographical basis through its Branches ; and, secondly, on an interest 
basis through its Sections. 
The memberships of these two groups, as designated in the 1947 list, are as follows : 
Chief 
Librarians Assistants Total 


Branches 
Birmingham and District. . 34 216 250 
London and Home Counties... we 122 717 839 
Northern .. 18 141 159 
North Midland .. 28 173 201 
North Western... 57 302 359 
Northern Treland . . 3 10 13 
Scottish .. 32 144 176 
Totals .. 315 1,777 2,092 
Sections 
Association of Assistant Librarians 158 1,883 2,041 
County Libraries .. ba an a 45 331 376 
University and Research . . 93 218 311 
Youth Libraries .. ° 3 3 
Totals .. 296 2,435 2,731 


The Branches form clear-cut and self-contained organisations of members grouped 
within a convenient territory ; but the Seétions, representing as they do particular kinds of 
librarians, cover the whole country and pervade all the Branch areas. ° 


This arrangement, while possessing many advantages, also has within it the seeds of 
considerable trouble. The Branch Committees arrange their meetings and business to suit 
the bulk of their membership ; but inevitably they are confronted by demands for more 
adequate attention to the needs of the local members of particular Seétions. Complaints are 
common that the interests of (say) the University and Research Section, or of the County 
Library staffs, are neglected by the Branch Committee when programmes are arranged. In 
defence of the Branch Committees may I say that | believe there is little justification for these 
complaints if the main interests of the general membership are considered, and that special 
Sectional interests often receive an attention that is out of proportion to their place in the 
membership. 


Nevertheless it has become clear in recent years that Sectional members should be given 
many more opportunities for consultation and publicity than they have received. 


The same kind of complaints arise even within the membership of a Section ; and quite 
recently two new groups have been formed (Medical Libraries and State Libraries) within the 
University and Research Section. 


All this points to the need for more meetings of all kinds, to provide opportunities for 
the exchange of views between library workers in all of the various fields of interest. 


Attendances at ordinary meetings are governed much more by transport and distance 
than by subject or interest. It is more difficult to assemble the members of a country-wide 
Seétion than it is to bring together the membership within a Branch area. This suggests 
that the Branches are the appropriate organisations to arrange and co-ordinate all general 
and Seétional meetings within their areas, other than national (7.e., country-wide) conferences 
of Seétions. 


AZ 

% 
€ 
¥ 
— 
| 
J 
4 


138 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


In order that this shall be done properly, the constitution of Branch Committees must be 
such that both general and Sectional memberships are duly represented. This proposal does 
not mean that in all areas the activities of Sections will be organised by the Branch Committees ; 
but it does mean that they will be co-ordinated by those Committees, and the present duplica- 
tion of effort, and the clash of dates, will be avoided. Further, it should mean that the special 
interests and needs of particular groups will no longer be crowded out. 

If these suggestions are adopted, they would straighten out most of the existing difficulties, 
and should lead to many more persons being stimulated to take an active part in the work of 
the Association. 

The outline organisation of the Association would then be as follows : 


(2) The Council would be responsible for all matters of general library and Association 
policy ; for the Annual Conference ; and, as at present, the exercise of general 
control over all Branches and Seétions. 

(6) The Branch Committees would be responsible for the co-ordination (and, if necessary, 
Stimulation) of all Association aétivities, general and Seétional, within their respective 
areas ; and for their Branch Conferences. (Consultation should take place between 
the Honorary Secretaries of the Branches to prevent the overlapping of such 
Conferences.) 

(c) Seétions would funétion firstly through their main (national) Committees for all 
general meetings and conferences, and for all matters of Section policy, etc. ; and, 
secondly, would keep in touch with their members in particular areas through their 
representation on the Branch Committees. ? 


BrRaNncu MEMBERSHIP 

From the particulars given in the table above, it will be seen that less thart half of the 
membership are members of a Branch. 

It seems desirable, in order to strengthen the Branch organisations, that all members 
should be assigned, automatically, to Branch membership according to locality. ‘Thus all the 
membership living within the area of a Branch would, /pso facto, be members of that Branch. 
\s they Stand at present, the memberships of some of the Branches are ridiculously 
unrepresentative. 


THe 

On many grounds there is room for more Sections. Recent trends in negotiating methods 
suggest that there is vital need for Sections representing only professional librarians which 
would exclude any ‘ supercargoes ” such as Authority members and interested amateurs. 
Practical politics indicate a Municipal Chief Librarians Section; and a Municipal Libraries 
Staff Section (which might be, or take the place of, the present A.A.L.). A Library Authorities 
Section is another; and Still further ones might well be formed for other library interests 
now taking refuge in associations outside the Chartered Body. (My readers wilno doubt 
be able to fill the gaps for themselves). - 

The Association of Assistant Librarians is in the curious position of having +58 Chief 
Librarians in its membership. There is no justification for this; the name of the Section is 
definite enough on the point. These cuckoos should be removed from the Sectional nest, 
for they are costly without being useful. No hardship or loss of sentiment would be caused 
by this, because any librarian is at liberty to keep in touch with the Section by attending its 
meetings. 

The University and Research Section is a hopelessly amorphous mass as it stands now. 
Its “* Chief Librarians ” range from the head of the Bodleian to a solitary soul in a small 
commercial “ information department”; and between these extremes all kinds. of diverse 
interests and occupations are represented. Subdivision is urgently needed to enable related 
organisations to come together more freely, and to avoid the neglect of any representative 
group. As has been noted above, this process is already in operation so far as Medical and 
State Libraries are concerned. 
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THE CHRONOLOGICAL AsPECT OF THE MEMBERSHIP 
The following table shows the number of members elected in each year from 1887 to 


1947, and now surviving : 


1887 1 1898 1 1908 I 1919 33 1928 27 1938 266 
1889 1 1899 I 1909 4 1920 20 1929 6186 1939 196 
1890 1 1901 1 1910 «18 1921 16 1930 243 1940 266 
1891 1 1903 2 19II 2 1922 I 1931 325 1941 272 
1892 1 1904 2 1912 8 1923 18 1932 227 1942 281 
1893 3 1905 6 1915 7 1924 9 1933 195 1943 271 
1894 3 1906 4 1914 19° 1925 18 1934 220 1944 360 
1896 1 1907 § I9I§ 7 1926 27 1935 228 1945 438 
1897 1 _ 1916 1 1927 36 1936 219 1946 647 
— 22 — 1937 2§7 1947* 353 

13 67 178 —-- Transit. 103 

2,127 
Total 5,860 * Part 35453 


The table has been divided for convenience into decades, and the striking faét emerges 
that the bulk of the present Personal Membership has been elected during the last eight years. 
This means that the pre-war membership, in terms of which many of us are prone to regard 
the Association, has now been replaced by a new post-war membership. 

One important reflection that must occur to anyone viewing these figures is that a large 
proportion of the present membership probably know very little about the Association and 
what it has done and is doing. There would appear to be good reasons for the production 
and circulation of an informative pamphlet giving a brief history of the Association and a 
summary of its achievements and hopes. 

A closer examination of the table shows that the revised conditions of membership 
introduced in 1929 have been the main factor in the building-up of the membership totals. 
The faét that they at the same time brought about the anomalous state of affairs noted earlier 
is most regrettable but not yet beyond repair. 

The large totals of recent years have included many members who are unlikely to remain 
long in membership. This will be made clear to anyone who cares to compare the total 
number of elected members in any recent year with the number of surviving members shown 
in the above table. 


PERSONALIA 

The oldest member (/.¢., longest in membership) of our Association is William E. 
Doubleday, elected in 1887. Then come Bernard Kettle (1889); Roland Ashton (1890) ; 
A. B. Robinson (who issued to me, at the West Norwood Branch of the Lambeth Libraries, 
the first book I ever borrowed from a Public Library), (1891); W. H. Bagguley (1892) ; 
Basil Anderton, C. H. Benn and G. Smith (1893); Henry Guppy, Archibald Sparke and 
H. Tapley-Soper (1894) ; Henry D. Roberts (1896) ; J. W.C. Purves (1897); B. M. Headicar 
(1898); and W. Benson Thorne (1899). What memories of pioneer work, discussion and 
good-fellowship these names recall ! 

Of the original 262 Fellows, elected in 1910, only 41 now survive. Of these, 39 have 
retired, leaving only two in aétive service. Those two are John Warner, of Newark, and the 


compiler of these notes. 


Is Tuts A VatIn Hope ? 
I have confined these notes to the more obvious deduétions that can be drawn from the 


Statistical facts. My readers can doubtless gain some interest (and even occasional amusement) 
from a closer scrutiny of the figures provided. 

That there are far-reaching possibilities in the development of the Association’s member- 
ship is clear, and must awaken hopes in all who have the future of the library service at heart. 

Surely it is not too much to hope that all our library workers in every kind of general 
or special library, and in spite of any manner in which they may be organised at present, will 
soon come together under the Royal Charter to create a greater, more powerful, and completely 
representative Library Association. 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ZENODOTUS, 

You and [ approach the subject of the Library Association Conference, surely, with 
the sense of the evanescence of things always shadowing us ; at least, 1 do. It is the landmark, 
and was, when it was held in September the crown and harvest of a library year lived through, 
we hoped, successfully. That is why I resent the apparently gradual pushing forward of the 
conference into Spring. Soon, it may be, we shall adopt the logic that, as the library year 
begins in January, so should the conference initiate it. Already in the process much has been 
lost. Our visit to that other town came after the refreshment of our annual holiday, even 
extended it; now it comes nowhere that fits sensibly into the librarian’s scheme of things. 
I know the reasons ; we are not wanted by our kindly hosts except at times when nobody else 
wants them. September is more expensive than May or June. But, is it? The new poster 
on my railway station says, ‘ there is more room in June and September,” and the horrid 
picture of anxious queueites it displays with that assertion, is labelled “‘ July—August.” We 
never did want to go in those months of mob holidays ; they could be left to those who, 
because they were parents of school-children, were fettered to them. They do say, too, 
Zenodotus, that the chief effect of the conference has been rationalized away ; the installation 
of the President, which now takes place in January before a smaller gathering in his own town, 
or before an even smaller one at Chaucer House. 

Tue Mernop 
I cannot remember, because it used to be before the days when I was allowed to go to 
conferences. At Cheltenham, I am told, Colonel Mitchell was invested with the badge of 
office before an assembly of nearly two thousand, with several distinguished folk supporting 
the platform, including overseas librarians, like Dr. Warner Bishop, who can sometimes get 
to an annual conference of size but can hardly be expected to come to our smaller assemblies. 
The enthusiasm used to be immense. And there, too, in the presence of the Association in 
body, not a meagre sliver of it, the new President thanked the old one for his year of work ; 
he did not let him slip into oblivion as he must do now without the plaudits of those he 


had served. A wiser generation will someday revive that usually quite brilliant feature of 


the conference. 
SCARBOROUGH, 
someone was saying, can be cold in the first week in May. The world is certainly not warmed 
up then even here in Devon, from where I write. Was it Punch who once wrote : 
\h, May, how gracious are thy charms ! 
How magical thy flight is ! 
How variegated thine alarms 
Of gruel and bronchitis ! 

But, on the other hand, this year has been uniquely gracious. Easter has been early but 
Spring began long before with a veritable orchestra of bird-song down here. It may go on; 
but who would prophecy ? In any case, I shall cast no clout until this May is out. Nevertheless, 
[ aim to enjoy myself by the North Sea. As a Southron I always feel that the tide comes in 
on the wrong side and sunrise glares straight across the beach and not from the left as it did 
at Brighton last year. And I am not taking my bathing trunks. Well—it is eleven years 
since you and I were there. It was a good conference in 1937. The great Archbishop so 
overtopped us all that much that was good in the sessions was forgotten in comparison with 
the happenings in those over which he presided. When I reflect on them at this distance, 
there was very little said in them that was memorable by members of the audience. You 
certainly said nothing and I, as is my wont, shared the silence. ‘‘ They won’t say anything 
much,” said a well-known librarian to me, ‘* because if they don’t he will say something to fill 
the pauses. They want to hear him speak, not themselves.” I got that sort of impression 


myself, for one had the sense always that in his presence one was with one of the few really 
great men of our age ; and he made no effort about it ; he was geniality itself ; and his stories 
were the best heard at any conference in my time. His presidential address must have been 
fine, but what he said in it does not remain in my mind; what does was his manner; and, 
perhaps unfortunately—no, not quite unfortunately—his lapse of memory when quoting 
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Shelley’s C/loud—none of us proved capable of prompting him !—which brought the remark 
from him that as a sixth-former he had turned it into Greek elegiacs. Then, can you recall 
that instead of shaking hands with us individually at the Mayoral reception, he shook hands 
in the presence of the whole assembly with the Chairman of the Council and announced that 
that meant he had shaken hands with every one of us. 


OrHER THINGS 

I remember are the rainstorm that struck us one evening ; a dinner at which the President was 
present, where the lighting was deliberately reduced to a candle or two. These were not 
unpleasant, not even the rain. What was, was the Annual General Meeting which, in my view, 
set back real progress in the Association for years and was the worst public exhibition of 
manners in the history of librarianship. 

Apart from the presidential effect, there was nothing in Scarborough that I recall more 
vividly than 

Tue Pusiic Lrprary 

with its bright rooms, its cork-tiled floor, its ‘‘ railway-train”’ charging system, its clean 
Stock, and its competent assistants (1 know this as I had several conversations with them ; 
an unusual experience in a coriference, for usually the one place the delegates do not go to, 
unless it happens to be the conference office, is the public library ; a most discourteous omission 
but, alas, this is the fact.) Have you seen this library ? It has been praised by our leading 
librarians and is the only English public library, if [ remember aright, that it has been thought 
worth while to present to American librarians by Gwithen and Wheeler in their fine American 
Public L.ibrary Building. 


War Asour THE PROGRAMME 
this time ? you may ask. It seems to have a theme, “ Libraries and the Community,” and, 
as that is really an expression of our whole purpose, it would seem to be spacious enough. 
I am glad to see there is to be a new voice, that of Mr. Shaw Wright, who will stand opposite 
Mr. Frank Gardner in a study of the library and the rural community as complementary to 
the latter’s urban community. I have heard young Shaw Wright speak and am convinced 
he will carry on the good county library tradition of which his father has been, and is, one 
the pioneers. The programme is a very mixed bag, but no doubt you and I can switch from 
the civic information centre, to libraries of gramophone records, art centres, research in 
university libraries, home reading libraries in county education area schools, libraries and in- 
dustry and the supply of technical information. There will, of course, be continued the 
meetings of teachers and examiners and a‘report on library schools will probably tell us 
how successful they have been. [ am assured that the percentage of students from the new 
schools who have succeeded in the L.A. Examinations is gratifyingly high. | am in no doubt 
about the promised performance of the new President ; he is one of the wisest men in library 
work ; and his record bears comparison with our best. A novel feature is a special address by 
Mr. D. R. Hardman, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Education. Am I right in 
thinking this to be the first of the series of ‘* Annual Leétures ” which I seem to remember 
was to be established ? 
\ Peacerut ANNUAL MEETING 

should result, if the published agenda is the beginning and end of the business. I have, 
however, known ructions result from the most innocent list. | see the Honorary Treasurer 
wants just a littke more money ; a conference fee of tos. instead of 5s., as now, while non- 
members he desires to be given the privilege of paying {1 for admission. No-one, I imagine, 
could vote no to the Council’s reasoned protest-motion against the Promotion Examination ; 
the most arbitrary and indiscriminate piece of meddling to which council staffs have ever been 
submitted. The body responsible, the National Joint Council for Local Authorities’ 
\dministrative, Professional, Technical and Clerical Services, seems to be invested with powers 
over the destiny of all council statts and need not condescend to such obvious courtesies as the 
consulting of existing professional bodies whose members may be in the employ of local 
authorities. It is a littke unfortunate that the second resolution on the agenda is in the nature 
of a plea to this omnipotent, mysterious ‘‘ Council ” to consider just salaries for librarians and 
recommends to their consideration the views of the Library Association on this and upon the 
sufficiency of trained library Stafts. 
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You can see that there will be . 
SoctaL ARRANGEMENTS 
of the usual kind. A Mayoral Reception—that we take now for granted, although I don’t 
know why—at which we may wear evening dress “ if we like.” That w// please our wives 
who don’t know whether to come with the new look or in tennis rig! We shall be a motley 
crowd although I have some sympathy with the young men who have not been able:to raise 
the coupons for a dress suit. (So they say.) Possibly such black and white gear is a relic of 
the unregenerate and unreturning England of pre-1914. So, I shall do what I can to pacify 
my wife and, by careful economy, I have been able to acquire two ounces of my favourite 
John Cotton, which T reserve exclusively for conferences nowadays, and am packing my 
oldest pipe, so that, if she remains unpacified, I may have a nerve-soother with me. And, 
in some corner of the hubbub couched, I hope I shall find you, where we may dilate on our 
own deeds and on the degeneracy of the days that are. 
* * * * * 
did someone deposit a home-made bomb on the steps of the public library of Welwyn Garden 
City ? Was it because it did not provide what the placer thought to be sufficient uplift and 
this might supply the deficiency ? Or was it because conspirators know that they must 
extinguish the lights of man ? Anyway, it was a dud, and what the sequel has been, I know not. 
Until Scarborough, Vale ! 
ERATOSTHENES. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of * LevvERS ON Our AFFAIRS.’ 


—FEditor, Tue Lisrary Wor 


Topicalities 

The Gateway, February, 1948, is the first 
number of a Quarterly Guide edited by 
Edmund W. Fryer, F.L.A., Borough Librarian 
of BRIDLINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
BRISTOL PUBLIC LIBRARIES has issued a 
list of books dealing with Atomic Energy. 
New Books for February and March, 1948, 
have beer published by CHESTERFIELD 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. The Coventry Bookshe/{ 
for March, 1948, is an imposing quarto 
pertaining to new books added to the 
COVENTRY CITY LIBRARIES. FULHAM 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES’ the Book Marker for 
March, 1948, has a note on Victorian authors. 
John Casson has written an introduction on 
the Theatre and Society in a list of select books 
on the Theatre issued by the GLASGOW 
CORPORATION PUBLIC LIBRARIES, and 
C. A. Oakley provides an introduction to 
Glasgow’s Industries. In connection with the 
Centenary, an exhibition, a selection of books 
written by Halifax residents, showing Ha/ifax’s 
contribution to the century’s knowledge and 
culture, has been arranged at the HALIFAX 
CENTRAL LIBRARY. The Central Library 
at HINCKLEY has listed some interesting 
pictures. Leaflets from ISLINGTON PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES deals with current affairs and a 
plan shows the rearranged departments at 


the Central Library, KENT COUNTY 
LIBRARY, in its Quarterly Book List, has a 
sele&tion of non-fiétion books. LEEDS 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES in the February and 
March numbers of the Book Guide, have books 
on Biography, History, Travel and Sport. 
The MIDDLESBROUGH PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES’ Book List and Bulletin for 
January, 1948; includes recent additions to 
the Lending Department. NEWCASTLE- 
UPON-TYNE CITY LIBRARIES have issued 
a list of books about the Bible. Additions have 
also been made to the CENTRAL LENDING 
LIBRARY of special interest to Teachers. 
The NORTHAMPTON PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES’ annual report of the Chief 
Librarian and Curator is in conneétion with 
Literature and the Arts). PADDINGTON 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES’ new lists contain books 
mostly about Railways, Household Manage- 
ment, etc. Leétures and Film Shows will be 
held in the Reading Room, Westbourne 
Gardens, on alternate Wednesdays at 8 p.m. 
READING PUBLIC LIBRARIES’ selection 
for reading their latest books, which have been 
added to the Library during the months 
of February and March. The PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES, ROCHDALE, give us a book- 
let which explains the workings of the 
Library departments. ROCHESTER PUBLIC 
LIBRARY list contains books for children. 
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SHEFFIELD CITY LIBRARIES have pub- 


lished a useful booklet for School-leavers and 
Teachers. The SOUTHPORT PUBLIC LI- 
BRARIES have printed a list of books and 
Pamphlets, on fine art, recreation, literature, 
history, and music, etc. SWINTON AND 
PENDLEBURY PUBLIC LIBRARIES have 
issued an interesting report on the activities 
of the Arts Club. In the ST. PANCRAS 
JOURNAL the Editor contributes an article 
on H. G. Wells entitled ‘‘ A Prophet came to 
Euston Road.” The TOTTENHAM PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES have published an important 
interim report on a survey of reading in 
Tottenham carried out by Mass-Observation 
on behalf of the Tottenham Borough Council. 
The WHITEHAVEN PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Quarterly Bulletin has many interesting articles 
on local events. 


Library Reports 

By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 

Annual Report, 1946-1947. Borough 
Population (est.), 


Biyru. 
Librarian, |. Swales. 


31,080. Rate, 6.14d. Income from Rate, 
£4,077. Total Stock, 33,068. Additions, 
2,402. Withdrawals, 1,816. Total Issues, 
195,516. Tickets in force, 11,627. 


Branches, 2. 

_ The Central Lending and Junior Libraries are both 
suffering from severe congestion, with no immediate 
signs of relief. Adult issues show increase but Junior 
were much below those of the previous year. 
Braprorp.—77th Annual Report, 1946-1947. 

City Librarian, R. W. Parsons. Population 

(eSt.), 279,040. Rate, 6.223d. Income from 

Rate, £42,573. Total Stock, 354,761. 

Additions, 33,805. Withdrawals, 83,265. 

Total Issues, 2,462,006. Borrowers, 56,047. 

Branches, 19. Travelling Libraries, 17. 

\fter spending 52 years in the service of the 
Libraries, 22 as City Librarian, Mr. L. H. Barraclough 
has just retired. Two more Travelling Libraries have 
been instituted, and a Branch Library reinstated after 
war-time service as a First Aid Post. The Reference 
Libraries were more widely used during the year, but 
issues from the Lending Libraries were a good deal 
below those of last year. Visitors to Museum totalled 
76,654. 

Annual Report, 1946- 

1947. Borough Librarian, Arthur T. Austing, 


F.L.A. Income from Rate, £7,300. Total 
Stock, 64,105. Additions, 4,934. With- 
drawals, 8,124. Total [ssues, 433,069. 


Borrowers, 9,270. 


Record number of readers are now using the 


Library, but issues for home reading fell below last 
vear's total, 
library lending. 


There was a large increase in inter- 
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IsLINGroN.—Report for two years, 1945-1947. 
Chief Librarian, L. M. Harrod. Population, 
238,000. Rate, 5.38d. Income from Rate, 
£39,303. Total Stock, 215,067. Additions, 
25,475. Withdrawals, 1,619. Total Issues, 
1,504,043. Tickets in force, 100,265. 
Branches, 4. 

Figures given above are for last year. A new 
Branch Library was opened in November, 1946, 
Issues of over 1$ millions in a year is a Library record, 
The 4oth anniversary of the establishment of the 
library syStem was celebrated during the period under 
review. 

Patstey. — Annual Report, 1946 - 1947. 
Librarian, Catherine R. McEwan, F.L.A. 
Population (est.), 92,400. Rate 3d. Income 
from Rate, £6,880. Total Stock, 78,190. 
Additions, 4,828. Withdrawals, 6,277. 
Total Issues, 409,514. 

Over 3,500 new readers were registered last year. 
A successful experiment in keeping the Library open 
during the Fair Holiday, the first fortnight in August, 
may become a permanent feature. 
Swinpon.—Annual Report, 1946-1947. Chief 

Librarian, Harold Jolliffe, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion (est.), 66,150. Rate, 6.11d. Income 
from Rate, {11,509. Total Stock, 51,563. 


Additions, 8,528. Withdrawals, 6,859. 
Total Issues, 632,787. Tickets in force, 
46,122. 


\ new Arts Centre and Junior Library was opened 
during the year. New Chief Librarian has been 
appointed. Book circulation shows a slight decrease 
compared with the previous year. The Report is 
illustrated. 


Book Selection Guide 
A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


PROFESSIONAL 
Tue FotGer SHAKESPEARE MEMORIAL LIBRARY. 
Administered by the Trustees of Amherst 
College, A Brief Account. Illus. Washing- 
ton Trustees of Amherst College. 50 cents. 

\ short description of the great Shakespeare 
Library founded at Washington by Henry Folger and 
Mrs. Folger. It describes the Reading Room and 
Theatre with illustrations. The library contains 
seventy-nine copies of the first Folio Shakespeare, and 
numerous copies of the later folios, and the majority 
of the quartos, many of the latter being unique. 
Hewrrr (A. R.) A Summary of Public Library 

Law in England and Wales, Scotland, 
Northern Ireland and Eire. Association of 
Assistant Librarians. 6s. od. net. 

This is the second edition of Mr. Hewitt’s useful 
work. It has been thoroughly revised and brought 
up to date and is intended primarily for students 
taking the professional course in Librarianship, but 
that does not preclude its importance to everyone 
conneéted with the profession. 
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Jorcxet (Carleton B.) Winstow (Amy) A 
National Plan for Library Service. Prepared 
for the Committee on Postwar Planning of 
the American Library Association. Tables. 
Chicago, American Library Association. $3. 

Mr. Carl H. Milam declares that this book will 
change the course of the Public Library Movement in 
North America and that it will hasten the day when 
there will be no millions in that country without a good 
library service. No higher praise could be given and 
the authors have set forth a concise and sensible 
exposition of what it would entail to build up a much 
improved system. Before laying down their plans for 
the future they have devoted a section to taking Stock 
of the existing conditions. After an exhaustive survey 
of the services already available, they tabulate the 
essentials for reorganization and for the co-ordination 
of various centres and their free co-operation. A 
chapter on Books and Library Materials suggests 
some Striking new features, such as, for instance, the 
stocking in multiple copies of large numbers of standard 
paper-bound books and pamphlets which may be 
supplied to readers at a small charge or exchanged for 
other titles. Librarians in this country may think this 
innovation unwelcome owing to the additional work 
and expenses it would entail. More important are the 
plans for rebuilding and new buildings and indeed there 
is much in the book which might profitably be noticed 
by librarians on this side of the water. 

Srorr (C. A.) School Libraries. A Short 
Manual. Frontis. Cambridge University 
Press. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author of this useful textbook is Librarian 
and Sixth Form Master of Aldenham School and he is 
well qualified to write on the subjeét which he ably 
propounds in 142 pages. That many more schools 
are providing libraries for their scholars is a well known 
fact and it is time that a syStem of organization should 
be decided on and, with certain adaptations to local 
conditions, should be adhered to throughout. The 
author’s work will, no doubt, further this desirable 
end. 

Tue Times in Micro-Film Facsimile. lus. 
The Recordak Division of Kodak. 

The value of The Times as a contemporary historical 
document—as a source of reference and research- 
will be apparent to every historian interested in the 
period. But the rarity of original copies together with 
their enormous bulk, has made them difficult for 
libraries to acquire. To overcome this obstacle, 
Kodak Limited has photographed every known 
extant issue of The Times from 1785 to the present day, 
on rolls of 35 mm. micro-tilm. These tilm facsimiles, 
as librarians will be aware, can readily be consulted 
in the original size by means of appropriate reading 
equipment. The booklet briefly describes the contents 
and development of The Times. It gives details of 
the micro-film facsimile, and also of the most suitable 
micro-film reader. 


GENERAL 
Anton (Vicror) The 100-Break Target. 
Illus. Southern Editorial. 5s. od. net. 
With sy$tematic and persistent praétice the average 
billiards player should be able to increase his breaks 
of, say, twenty-five to thirty, to the much desired goal 


Forthcoming titles 


Green Glory 
The Story of the Forests of the World 


RICHARD ST. BARBE BAKER 

author of ‘*! Planted Trees’* (3rd imp.) 
Trees—or famine. That is the choice the author 
believes to lie before us, and in this book he 
tells us why. It is one of the most fascinating— 
and the most frightening—stories in the world. 
63 pages of in Demy 8vo. 244 pp. 

15s. net. 


Revelation and Evangelism 


F. W. DILLISTONE 

author of *‘ The Significance of the Cross’’ (2nd imp.) 
The problem of Christian Missions considered 
in relation to other religious systems, in the 
light of contemporary theology, and against the 
background of Biblical testimony. Cr. 8vo. 
180 pp. 7s. 6d. net. 

LUTTERWORTH PRESS 
4.12 Halliwick Court Parade, London, N.12 


of a century break. This is a book by an amateur 

for amateurs and it contains some humorous 

illustrations. 

CuambBers (W. F.) All About Fretwork. 
Illus. Southern Editorial. 5s. od. net. 

To all those interested in woodwork this attraétive 
little book gives instruétions with numerous examples 
in the make-up of toys and other simple articles and it 
also deals with sheet metal work and many handy 
jobs about the home. 

Correr (Maire) Westward By Command. 
Mercier Press. 10s. 6d. net. 

The author has obtained much of her material 
from the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart in 
London and has made good use of it in this biography 
of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, who was canonized as 
recently as July, 1946. At an audience in Rome with 
Pope Leo XU, the Holy Father, after questioning her 
fully as to her work, recommended her to go to America 
where, he said, a great field awaited her. This she 
found to be true and the biography hails her as “ the 
first Saint from the United States.” 

Ferrers (Vyvyan) The Brigadier. Illus. 
Art and Educational. tos. 6d. net. 

The anthor believes that Marbot, of whom this 
book is a biography, was the model upon which 
Conan Doyle based his Brigadier Gerard. As the 
Story of the dashing young French hussar of the 
Napoleonic wars was perhaps too highly coloured to 
be classed as historical, Mr. Ferrers takes off the fancy 
dress and presents the man as he was. His tale is no 
less interesting for that, the more so as it was written 
in the poignant conditions of solitary confinement in 
prison during the second world war. 
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Harrison (Reginald) How to become a 
Commercial Artist. Illus. Vawser and 
Wiles. 5s. od. net. 

When commercial photography came into vogue 
it was prophesied that commercial-minded artists would 
have to go out, but today this prophecy has been to a 
large extent falsitied. Mr. Harrison gives many valuable 
hints for those who are following this profession and 
many suggestions for practical work are included in 
his useful handbook. 

Hink.ey (Laura L.) The Brontes. 
and Emily. Portrait frontis. 
15s. od. net. 

Miss Hinkley has been greatly daring in writing 
another book about the Brontes, for so much has 
appeared already about the “ genius ” sisters that her 
only excuse can be a fresh point of view, and this she 
detinitely supplies. The way she puts it, is that she 
intends “to probe the processes of genius,”’ and she 
has skilfully achieved her aim. ‘To disarm the reader 
she enumerates the number of pitfalls besetting her 
task and pens her way artfully among them. Present 
day readers will come freshly to the subjeét and will be 
the more able to appreciate the author’s work. 
Lees-MiLtNeé (James) The Age of Adam. 

Illus. Some coloured. Batsford. {1 1s. od. net. 

The majority of people have heard of the work of 
the Adams Brothers, the notable architeéts of the late 
Georgian period, but few have a comprehensive 
knowledge of their importance and the author has 
done a great service in producing so exhaustive and 
valuable a record including much new material and a 
large number of plates from interiors and exteriors 
of country and street houses, public buildings and 
decorative designs. For every Student of architeéture 
as well as those who have a predilection for the 
historical side of the subjeét, here is a book which 
abounds with information displayed in the most 
attractive fashion pe wssible. 

Marspen (K. E.) Specialised Journalism. 
Southern Editorial. 5s. od. net. 

Many would-be journalists will find useful hints 
in Mr. Marsden’s text-book. If they have learnt a trade 
or a profession, they will the more casily find a market 
for articles on their own subjeét. ‘Technical articles, 
in short, are wanted at this time, whereas general 
material is at a discount owing to the shrinkage in 
paper and space. Several pages are devoted to examples 
and are followed by a critical discussion of the points 
raised and why they are likely to appeal to the editorial 
management. The Market Analysis is also full of 
useful hints. 

Moss (Arthur) and Marve (Evalyn) The 
Legend of the Latin Quarter: Henry 
Miirger and the Birth of Bohemia. Illus. 
W.H. Allen. ros. 6d. net. 

Poet and prose writer, this biographical account 
of Henri Miirger, with its background of life in the 
Latin Quarter, reads like a novel of Bohemian life. 
By no means all romance, the picture is of hard work, 
poverty and hopes, both realised and unrealisable. 
lhe book is divided into sections dealing with the 
different periods of the poct’s work. leading up to his 
success and the crowning glory of a letter of praise 
from Viétor Hugo and the decoration of the coveted 


Red Ribbon. There is a list of his works, a biblio- 


Charlotte 
Hammond. 


vraphy of books relating to him, and some interesting 

plates, bound together in the centre of the book. 

Pirr (Frances) The Year in the Countryside. 
Scraperboard illus. by Stanley Herbert. 
Lutterworth. os. 6d. net. 

The rotation of the seasons give to nature the 
manifold beauties of the countryside, and the author 
has piétured these with graceful illustrations and vivid 
description which will enchant all country lovers. 
SHERMAN (Henry C.) Foods: Their Value 

and Management. New York, Columbia 
University Press. London, Geoffrey Cum- 
berlege. 18s. od. net. 

The produétion and distribution of food today 
is of the utmost importance throughout the world, and 
any discussion of the subjeét which can throw fresh 
light upon it must be regarded as valuable. Professor 
Sherman has Stated many of the problems conneéted 
with it in a lucid and classitied order, dividing his 
chapters into the different forms of nutritive supplies, 
namely, grain, potatoes, green vegetables, fruits, milk, 
meat, fish, poultry, eggs and sugar. This implies a clear 
exposition of the science of food, and cannot of course, 
take fully into consideration the matter of individual 
preference which forms so large a faétor in the well- 
being of the individual, or of the desirability that vital 
clements may be found in fresh food as opposed to 
the preserved varicties. The man who is longing 
for a Steak and onions, or a dish or fried eggs and 
bacon, loses interest in the arrangement of calories and 
vitamins which appear on dietary schedules, nor will 
the Study of these appease his natural appetite. Never- 
theless, he can learn much from the author's work 
and the excellent bibliography which accompanies it. 
TuHomson (C. Leslie) Colour Transparencies. 

Exposure, Processing and Viewing. Illus. 
Focal Press. 17s. 6d. net. 

Colour photography is coming out of the swaddling 
clothes in which it has been swathed for many yjcars, 
but it is Still not a simple art to master. The author 
has done good work in describing the zigzag course 
through which it has progressed to the calmer waters 
ot today which, however, are Still not so detinitely 
placid as might be hoped for. After a short exposition 
of what has been done he proceeds to the latest methods 
and gives the would-be colour photographer a full 
account of how to set about his job and what it all means. 
VALLANCE (Aymer) Greater English Church 

Screens, being Great Roods, Screenwork 
and Rood-lofts in Cathedral, Monastic and 
Collegiate Churches in England and Wales. 
Coloured __ frontis. Illus. Batsford. 
£1 10s. od. net. 

The late Mr. Aymer Vallance has said almost the 
last word on the important screens in the Greater 
Churches of England. This imposing book forms a 
complete record of losses and restorations during the 
past centuries. In spite of these deplorable losses 
much remains of the wealth of treasure which has been 
built up since the carly historical period of the British 
Isles. The reproduétions of the screens are admirable 
and greatly enhance and amplify the letterpress. No 
noe interested in the architeétural side of Church history 
should refrain from adding this work to his library. 
Monastic Cathedrals, Secular Cathedrals and Collegiate 
Churches are fully dealt with. 
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WurreHEap (George E.) Gardening for 
Pleasure. Illus. A. and C. Black. tos. 6d. 


net. 

The day has come, in the opinion of the author, 
for him to turn from his utility work of writing books 
dealing with food producing to the more delightful 
and varied subjeét of flower-growing. “ Gardening 
for beauty” is his slogan, and this implies much 
planning and continuous selection. Readers who are 
anxious to follow the sage suggestions to be found in 
these pages, accompanied as they are by charming 
pictures, will do well to Study the work at first hand 
at the carliest possible moment. 


THe Wkrirers’ AND PHOTOGRAPHERS’ 
REFERENCE GUIDE. 1948 edition. Matson’s. 
10s. 6d. net. 

In the new edition of this useful work the two 
main seétions devoted to Magazine Requirements 
and British Publishers have been greatly eniarged and 
re-edited. Other improvements have also been made 
in the various seétions so that, considering the difficulties 
ot publication today, and the ever-changing con- 
ditions, the publishers are to be congratulated on the 
result, 

FICTION 

CarGiLt (Leslie) The Man Who Wasn't 
Himself. Jenkins. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ thriller based on the resemblance of Richard 
Harkness (after facial reconstruction) to a notorious 
racketeer. He is pursued by gangsters and also by 
police. Murder and a few other things happen. He 
meets romance and everything is quite joyous at the 
end. 

Lesiit (Norman) The Man with the Glass Eye. 
Ward Lock. 8s. 6d. net. 

What was hidden in the glass eye r After many 
thrills the secret is unveiled. Scenes in London, 
Beauvais and Paris. 


Lyons (Frederick J.) For Want of a Borgia. 
Hammond. 8s. 6d. net. 

\n amusing satire on Prime Ministers, Newspaper 
Proprietors and Generals, with a background of Leria 
in the middle of the Western Desert, everything being 
well tied up with miles of red tape. 

MANNIN (Ethel) Late Have I Loved Thee. 
Jarrolds. 12s. 6d. net. 

\ powerful novel of passion and psychology 
which reads like a biography. Miss Mannin has put 
her heart into the work of telling the story of a young, 
successful writer who thoroughly enjoys life in Paris, 
Vienna and other pleasure resorts, and whose affections 
are closely knit with those of his sister, Cathryn, an 
outstanding painter in Tempora. Through lack of 
consideration he involves her in terrible danger and 
the shock of her death reaéts so powerfully on his own 
life that he begins to see how tutile his life of parties, 
love-making and drinking has been and, studying the 
saintly life of St. Augustine, he turns definitely to 
spiritual things. 

Pupney (John) Estuary. John Lane. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

\ Strange and imaginative novel of Van, a painter. 
\fter his mother’s death he lives with Mrs. Marble 


and meets Rosemary, who was Marble’s daughter by 
his first wife. Their relations become intimate and 
Rosemary, who is pra¢tical, has difficulty in realising 
Van's psychological “ second self,” whom he calls 
“ The Captain."’ The reader, too, may have a difficulty 
in fitting in this problematical figure, but at the last, 
after his temporary blindness and he hears that his 
pictures have been destroyed, he comes face to face with 
his ideal, whose every feature was framed “ in the oval 
mirror hung in the blaze of light.” 

Quentin (Dorothy) Tomorrow is Another 

Day. Ward Lock. 8s. 6d. net. 

This Story is devoted to a war-time bride who 
married young. After four years of separation her 
husband returns home. The Story tells of their changed 
feelings towards one another, and the Struggle that lay 
in the path of what appears to be a shattered romance. 


JUVENILE 


BricGs (Philip) Orchid Island. Lutterworth 
Press. 5s. od. net. 

The Story is one of adventure on land and sca, 
and tells how a brave little band fought Barbarians 
under tropical conditions. From the beginning to 
the end it will keep the average boy thoroughly excited, 
Groom (Arthur) Ken of the Courier. Tllus., 

Reg. Foster. Art and Educational. 5s. od. 
net. 

The author gives us a most exciting Story of a boy 
camera-man, full of aétion, fast moving perils, and 
adventure. 
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Jupan (Charles B.) Tom Bone. Hammond. 


12s. 6d. net. 

The author tells the exciting life-Story of Tom 
Bone. The scene is set in the 17th century when he 
fled from England as a fisherman to Newfoundland. 
He went through many hard times but later, in 
Jamaica, became rich through piracy, smuggling and 
the slave trade. Sailing in the deep waters of the 
Caribbean Sea he encountered adventure, romance 
hatred and vengeance. 

Puititips (Louise) Sarah and Sue. Coloured 
illus. Art and Educational. 7s. 6d. net. 

\ piéture book that will fascinate young children. 
The letterpress is casy to read and understand and the 
American flavour will add to its appeal. 


THe Hicuway Recrrer. Illus. 
Pickering and Inglis. 2s. 6d. net. 


Contains recitations and dialogues for children of 
allages. SuggeStions are made as to how to charaéterize 
and enlighten the subjects. It is pieced together by 
numerous authors, and should give great pleasure to a 
multitude of children. 


Severn (David) Ponies and Poachers. Illus. 
Bodley Head. 7s. 6d. net. 


The author of the “ Cruso " books, so well known 
to children, gives them another exciting story, which 
includes two new families. Thrills, and adventures on 
an unusual Summer holiday happen galorc. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
BULLETIN, February, 1048.—THE LIBRARIAN 
\ND BOOK WORLD, March, 1948.—LIBRARY 
REVIEW, Spring, :948.—-MORE BOOKS, February, 
1948.—NORTH SEA YACHTSMAN, Spring, 1948.— 
SCIENCE PROGRESS, January, 1948. \ 
QUARTERLY REVIEW OF SCIENTIPIC 
THOUGHT, WORK AND APP AIRS.—-THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, Vol. IV, No. 16. 
January, tog8.—-NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES, 
December, 1947.— THE WILSON LIBRARY 
BULLETIN, February, 1948. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 


Tue Liprary Worip.” 
March, 1948. 


Lerrers ON Our AFFAIRS 


Sir,—Callimachus, in your March issue, is 
pleased to be contemptuous about what he 
describes as the “Antics of Younger 
Librarians’ at the recent Chaucer House 
discussion on Gramophone Record Collections. 
In fact, several older librarians participated, 
and the very live discussion which lasted for 
one and a half hours showed that the meeting 
fulfilled a need. Perhaps Callimachus may 


be reproached with being a little behind the 
times in being apparently unaware that the 
provision of such a “ luxury” is already an 
accomplished fact in several of the more 
progressive libraries; the purpose of the 
meeting was an attempt to co-ordinate methods 
and thus to avoid the wasteful and futile 
duplication which characterized book-provision 
before the advent of the N.C.L. and the 
Regional Bureaux. 


Presumably Callimachus is “allergic” to 
the gramophone, and is therefore unlikely to 
have recommended the provision of Compton 
Mackenzie’s excellent monthly review in the 
magazine-room at his library. Nevertheless, 
I hope he may find the time and the means to 
glance at page 161 of the March issue of 
The Gramophone, where the Chief Librarian of 
Islington outlines the provision to date of 
records in public libraries. Incidentally, Mr. 
Harrod reports that ‘‘ damage or loss is 
extremely rare.” 


Every librarian will agree that adequate 
book-provision must be his primary concern, 
but that is no argument in favour of stigma- 
tizing record colleétions as “‘ frills of this sort.” 
They can be a boon to impecunious music- 
lovers and students (of foreign languages and 
elocution as well as music); a sheet-anchor 
to the blind and infirm; a source of ene 
couragement to those local cultural societies 
which most librarians are anxious to help; 
and, an argument which will probably weigh 
more with Callimachus, a stimulus to the 
issue of items from the music shelves, par- 
ticularly miniature scores and biographies of 
composers. Whether or not they should 
be made available for issue to individuals for 
home use is only one of the many knotty 
problems which emerged at the discussion 
mentioned. Admittedly the subject bristles 
with difficulties, and many authorities, as did 
Beckenham recently, will probably postpone 
action for a time, in view of the current 
financial situation. Still, there is everything 
to be gained by full and continuous enquiry 
into methods and_ difficulties, even if 
Callimachus does consider it a waste of time. 


Yours, ete., 
Sipney W. ANDERSON, 
Deputy Borough Librarian. 


Central Library, 
Beckenham, 
Kent. 
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